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IN THE CLAIMS 



(Currently Amended) An aqueous coating material, comprising a product formed by 
ttimng with one another 

(At) at least one st&samt^ ^vator fro c-base eolor ^taimng less than ffltt h y 
water th at imparts a t least one of color and effect comprising 
(all) at least one binder, wherein the binder is optionally water-soluble or 
water-dispersible, 

(al2) at least one pigment that provides at least one of color and effect, and 
(■13) at least one organic solvent, wherein the organic solvent is optionally 

water-misciMe, 
and optionally, at least one of 
(al 4) at least one crosslinking agent, 
(al 5) at least one auxiliary, and 
(al 6) at least one additive; 
(A2) at least one aqueous color-imparting base color comprising 
(32 1) at least one water-soluble or -dispersible binder, 
(a22) at least one color pigment, and 
(a23) water, 

and optionally, at least one of 

(a24) at least one organic solvent, wherein the organic solvent is optionally 

water-miscible, 
(a25) at least one crosslinking agent, 
(a26) at least one auxiliary, and 
(a27) al: least one additive; 

and 

(B) at least one aqueous, pigment-free tmxing varnish comprising 
(bJ ) at least one water-soluble or -dispersible binder, and 
(b2) water, 

and, optionally, at least one of 

(b3) at least one crosslinking agent, 
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(b4) at least one auxiliary, and 
(b5) at least one additive; 
and optionally 

(C) a pigment-free aqueous medium comprising 
(cl) at least one theology eonlrol additive; 
optionally, wiih the proviso thai at least one of the additives (al.6), (a27), and (b5) former 
comprise at least one theology control additive (cl). 

(Currently Amended) A modular system, for preparing aqueous coating materials 
comprising 

0) at least one ^b^^y^^nodul e containing W , h an ^ hv ^ t 
23ter that provides at least one of color and effect comprising 
(AI) at least one base color that sabstetMj-mparts at least one of color and 
effect comprising 

(al 1) at least one hinder, wherein the tinder is optionally water-soluble 
or water-dispersible, 

(al2) at least one pigment that imparts at least one of color and effect, 
and 

(a13) at least one organic solvent, wherein the organic solvent ' is 

optionally water-mi scible, 
and optionally, at least one of 
(a!4) at least one crosslinking agent, 
(aJ.5) at least one auxiliary, and 
(al6) at least one additive; 
(H) at least one aqueous color module comprising 

(A2) at least one aqueous color-imparting base color comprising 
(a2l) at least one water-soluble or -dispcraible binder, 
(a22) at least one celor pigment, and 
(a23) water, 

and optionally, at least one of 
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(a24) at least one organic solvent, wherein, the organic solvent is 

Optionally water- miscible, 
(a25) at least one crosslmking agent, 
(a26) at least one auxiliary, and 
(a27) at least one additive; 



and 

(III) at least one aqueous, pigment-free mixing varnish module comprising 



(b 1 ) at least one water-soluble or -dispcrsible binder, and 
(b2) water, 

and optionally, at least one of 
(b3) at least one crosslinldng agent, 
(b4) at least one auxiliary, and 
(bS) at least one additive; 



and optionally, 

(IV) at least one pigment-free rheology module comprising 
(C) an aqueous m.edium comprising 

(cl ) at least one rheology control additive; 
optionally, with the proviso that at least one of the additives (al6), (a27), and (b$) further 
comprise at least one rheology control additive (cl), 

3, (Currently Amended) A process for preparing an aqueous coating material with precisely 
defined shade and optical effect comprising mixing modules differing in material 
composition and function and stored separately from one another, shortly before 
application of th e coating material, wherein th e m odules comprise 
(I) at least one gabstos My water ■ free m odule containing less than 5% by weight 



weight water t hat imparts at least one of color and effect comprising 
(all) at least one binder, wherein the binder is optionally water-soluble 
or water~di.spersible, 



(B) at least one pigment-free mixing varnish comprising 




-base color containing less than 5% bv 
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(fill) at least one pigment that imparts at least one of color and effect, 
and 

(al3) at least one organic solvent, wherein the organic solvent is 

optionally water- miscible, 
and optionally, at least one of 
(al 4) at least one crosslinldng agent, 
(al 5) at least one auxiliary, and 
(al 6) at least one additive; 
(II) at least one aqueous color module comprising 

(A2) at least one aqueous color-imparting base color comprising 
(a21) at least one water-soluble or -dispersible binder, 
(a22) at least one color pigment, and 
(a23) water, 

and optionally, at least one of 

(a24) at least one organic solvent, wherein the organic solvent is 

optionally water- miscible, 
(a25) at least one crosslinking agent, 
(a26) at least one auxiliary, and 
(a27) at least one additive; 

and 

(III) at least one pigment-fxee mixing varnish module comprising 

(B) at least one aqueous, pigment-n^e mixing varnish comprising 
(bl) at least one water-soluble or -dispersible binder, and 
(b2) water, 

and optionally, at least one of 
(b3) at least one crosslinJking agent, 
(b4) at least one auxiliary, and 
0?5) at least one additive; 

and optionally 

(IV) at least one pigment-free rheology module comprising 
(Q an aqueous medium comprising 



Page 5 of 13 

PAGE 7/15*RCVD AT 111512004 10:49:28 AM [Eastern Standard Time]* SYR:USPT0£FXRF-ir DNIOTW* CSID:2489482093 ' DURATION (ik):0342 



JAN. 15'2004 10:45 2489482093 BASF SOUTHF IELD LEGAL #0118 P. 008 



(cl ) at least one rheology control additive; 
optionally, with the proviso that at least one of the additives (a 16), (a27), and (b5) further 
comprise at least one rheology control additive (cl). 

4. (Previously Presented) The aqueous coating material of claim I, wherein the base 
color (A J. ) imparts one of i) effect or ii) color and effect. 

5. (Currency Amended) The modular system, of claim 2, wherein, the modular system 
comprises one of 

1. at least one s*&3feg*foa% water - free color module (I) containing less than 5% bv 
weight water , at least one aqueous color module (II), and at least one aqueous, 
pigment-free mixing varnish module (III), 

2. at least one st&stes&a& y water - free color and effect module ( D containing less 
than 5% bv weight water , at least one aqueous color module (II) ? and at least one 
aqueous, pigment-free mixing varnish module (III), andpr 

3. at least one safortagriM y water - free effect module ffl .contajning | ess than 5% bv 
weight water, at least one substantially water - free c olor module (T) containing 
less than 5% bv weight water, at least one aqueous color module (II), and at least 
one aqueous, pigment-free mixing varnish module (III), 

6. (Previously Presented) The coating material of claim 1, wherein the additive (b5) 
comprises at least one rheology control additive. 

7> (Previously Presented) The coating material of claim 1 further comprising ihe 
pigmcnt-free» aqueous medium (C)> and wherein the rheology control additive (cl) is 
provided only in Ihe pigment-free, aqueous medium (C). 

8. (Previously Presented) The modular system of claim 2, wherein the modular 
system further comprises the at least ons pjgm.ent-free rheology module (IV). 
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9. (Previously Presented) Hie aqueous coating material of claim 1, wherein tbe 
binders (all), (a21), and (bl) come from the same polymer class. 

10. (Previously Presented) The aqueous coating material of claim 9, wherein the 
binders (all), (a21), and (bl ) are polyurethane resins. 

11. (Previously Presented) The aqueous coaling material of claim 1 ? wherein the 
binders (a21) and, (bl), and optionally the binder (al 1), comprise functional groups that 
can be converted into anions by at least one of neutralizing agents and anionic groups. 

12. (Wimdrawn) A method comprising applying the aqueous coating material of claim t to 
a substrate to provide one of an automotive OEM finish, an automotive reflnish, and a 
plastic coating. 

13. (Withdrawn) A method comprising applying the aqueous coating material of claim 1 to 
a substrate as a basecoat, and applying to the basecoat the aqueous coating material, of 
claim 1 as a solid-color topcoat: to provide one of an automotive OEM finish, an. 
automotive refinish, and a plastic coating. 

14. (Previously Presented) A coating comprising a coating process product of the 
aqueous coating material of claim L 

15. (Previously Presented) The coating of claim 14, wherein the coating comprises a 
rmilticoat coating system, wherein 13)0 multtcoat coating system is formed by a wet-on- 
wet technique, and wherein the multicoat coating system is at l east one of a color coating 
system and an effect coating system. 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Previously Presented) The modular system of claim 2, wherein tbe base color 
(Al) imparts one of i) effect or ii) color and effect. 
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18. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 3, wherein foe base color (Al) 
imparts one of i) effect or ii) color and effect. 

19. (Currently Amended) Th e process of claim 3, wherein the mixing modules comprise one 
of 

1. at least one s^feaff My wator » frcc color module (I) containingjess than 5% by 
weight water , at least one aqueous color module (II) ? and at least one aqueous, 
pigment-free mixing varnish module (HI), 

2. at. least one wbsta ntifllly water - froc color and effect module C D containing less 
than 5% bv weight_water, at least one aqueous color module (II), and at least one 
aqueous, pigment-free mixing varnish module (HI), and 

3. at least one substantially watoffi oe ef fect module ( D containing less lhan, 5% by 
weight water, at least one s ubstantially water - free color module (I) containing 
less than 5% bv weight water , at least one aqueous color module (JJ), and at least 
one aqueous, pigment-free mixing varnish, module (III). 

20. (Previously Present) The modular system, of claim 2, wherein the additive (b5) 
comprises at least one rheology control additive. 

2 1 . (Previously Presented,) The process of claim 3 7 wherein the additive (b5) comprises 
at least one rheology control additive. 

22. (Previously Presented) The process of claim. 3, wherein the aqueous coating 
material further comprises the at least one pigment-free rheology module (IV)- 

23 . (Previously Presented) The modular system of claim 2, wherein the binders (al 1 ), 
(a2 1 ), and (b J.) come from the same polymer class, 

24. (Previously Presented) The modular system, of claim 23, wherein the binders (al 1), 
(a21), and (b 1 ) are polyuretbane resins. 
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25. {Previously Presented) The process of claim 3, wherein the binders (all), (a21)> 
and (bl ) come from the same polymer class, 

26. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 25, wherein the binders (al 1), (a2I), 
and (bl) are polyurethane resins. 

27. (Previously Presented) The modular system of claim 2, wherein the binders (a2J.) 
and (bl), and optionally the binder (all), comprise functional groups that can. be 
converted into anions by at least one of neutralizing agents and anionic groups. 

28. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 3, wherein the binders (a21) and (bl), 
and optionally the binder (al 1), comprise functional groups that can be converted into 
anions by at least one of neutralizing agents and ani onic grou ps. 

29. (Withdrawn) A method comprising applying the modular system of claim 2 to a 
substrate to provide one of an automotive OEM finish, an automotive refmish, and a 
plastic coating. 

30. (Withdrawn) The process of claim 3 further comprising applying the aqueous coating 
material to a substrate to provide one of an automotive OEM finish, an automotive 
reflnish, and a plastic coating. 

31. (Withdrawn) A method comprising applying lihe modular system of claim 2 to a 
substrate as a basecoat, and applying to the basecoat the modular system of claim 2 as a 
solid-color topcoat to provide one of an automotive OEM finish, en automotive refmish, 
and a. plastic coating. 

32. (Withdrawn) The process of claim 3 further comprising applying the aqueous coating 
material to a substrate as a basecoat, and applying to the basecoat the aqueous coating 
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material as a solid-color topcoat to provide one of an automotive OEM finish, an 
automotive reflnish, and a plastic coating. 

33. (Previously Presented) A coating comprising a coating process product of the 
modular system of claim 2. 

34. (Previously Presented) Hie coating produced by the process of claim 32. 

35. (Canceled) 

36. (Previously Presented) The coating of claim 33, wherein, the coating comprises a 
multicoat coating system, wherein the multicoat coating system is formed by a wet-on- 
wet technique, and. wherein the multicoat coating system i s at least on e of a color coating 
system and an effect coating system , 

37. (Canceled) 

38. (Canceled) 

39. (Previously Presented) Tire coating of claim 34, wherein the coating comprises a 
multicoat coaling system, wherein the multicoat coating system is formed by a wet-on- 
wet technique, and wherein the multicoat coating system is at least one of a color coating 
system and an effect coating system. 

40. (Canceled) 

41. (Canceled) 
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